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Halifax documentary crew
finds gold off Florida coast

PAUL McLEOD
H a l i fa x D a i l y N e w s

Apparently, the curse of the black
pearldoesn’tapplyinFlorida.Quitethe
opposite, in fact. A Halifax documen-
tary crew has helped unearth a dead
man’s chest full of jewels, gold chains
and more than 1,000 rare black pearls.

A film crew from Halifax-based Arca-
diaEntertainmentwasinKeyWest,Fla.,
last week filming treasure hunters for
their Go Deep television show.

The treasure hunters took the crew
through an example dive that pre-
dictably didn’t find anything.

Then, when they pulled up their an-
chor to move on, they found a golden
chain wrapped around it. They dove
back down and discovered a box made
of almost pure silver.

Thecrewwantedtobreakitopenright
away, but caution prevailed and they
waited two days until professional
archeologists and conservators could
be brought in to examine it.

ThechestwasopenedFridaytoreveal
goldchains,goldbars,jewelsandamas-
sive number of black pearls (they
stopped counting at 1,000).

Then the fun really started.
“TheyspenttwodaysinKeyWestpar-

tying, covered in gold chains, drinking
$500 bottles of champagne. So it was
pirate days in Key West,” said Go Deep
producer John Wesley Chisholm.

TheHalifaxcrewwasunderstandably
seen as a good-luck charm by the trea-
sure hunters.

The loot comes from the Margarita, a
Spanish galleon sunk in 1622. It’s the
largest find in Key West since the fa-
mous treasure hunter Mel Fisher dis-
coveredmorethan40tonsofsilverand
gold worth $450 million in 1985.

Theteamdoesn’tyetknowhowmuch
the recently discovered treasure could
beworth.“Youcan’tspendtreasure.It’s
worth whatever someone’s willing to
pay for it,” Chisholm said.

“Usually things that come from ship-
wrecks and have more interesting sto-
ries to them, they have more value.”

The crew caught the entire find on
tape and will be in a future episode of
Go Deep. The show, made for the Dis-
covery Channel and National Geo-
graphic,looksatthedifferentwaystrea-
sure hunting is handled in different
parts of the world.

Filmmakers toast discovery of sunken treasure

ELIZABETH THOMPSON
M o n t r e a l G a z e t t e

DRUMMONDVILLE, QUE.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper will
break his word to other provinces the
wayhebrokeittotheAtlanticprovinces,
Liberal Leader Stephane Dion warned
Saturday.

Speaking to about
150 supporters gath-
ered for a meeting of
his party’s Quebec
wing, Dion portrayed
Harper as a man
whosewordcannotbe
trusted.

“What he did to the
Atlantic provinces, he
can do at any moment

toanyotherregion,”Dionsaid.“Thatis
bad federalism.”

Dion’scommentscomeasHarperisin
the midst of a battle with two Atlantic
provinces — Nova Scotia and New-
foundland and Labrador — over
whether the Conservative budget re-
spects the terms of the Atlantic Accord,
which was negotiated in 2005.

Meanwhile, Saskatchewan Premier
Lorne Calvert is threatening to take
Ottawa to court, charging that Harper
broke his promise on how non-renew-
able resources would be treated when
equalization payments are calculated.

Dion said he has never made promis-
eshecouldn’tkeep—that’s inpartwhy
he never promised to resolve the fiscal
imbalance between Ottawa and the
provinces.

“I have always said the same thing, in
English and in French. You can believe
it. I have never broken my word to any-
one.”Whenhetabledthegovernment’s
budget, Finance Minister Jim Flaherty
pronounced that the era of federal-
provincial bickering was over, Dion
pointed out.

“Ihaveneverseenafederationasbad-
ly busted as the one that Mr. Harper is
in the process of producing.”

Dion said he served as intergovern-
mentalaffairsministerlongerthanany-
one else since Confederation and al-
waysrespectedprovincial jurisdictions.

“I am a son of the quiet revolution,”
Dion said. “I believe in Quebec institu-
tions. I believe in them a lot. I have al-
ways defended them and I will always
defend them.”

The statement was one of the few to
elicit an enthusiastic standing ovation
in an otherwise lacklustre reception
fromsupporters.Whilemanypartystal-
wartswerepresentintheaudience,oth-
ers,whohaveoftenbeeninattendance
in the past, were nowhere to be seen
andthereappearedtobefarfewerinat-
tendance than there had been just a
year ago in the same venue.

With the exception of the leader’s
speechandareportfromspokespeople
from policy workshops, the party took
theexceptionalstepSaturdayofclosing
all other discussions to the media.

Consequently,reporterswerenotpre-
sent to hear what many said was an
impassioned speech by Liberal candi-
date Justin Trudeau.
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Making gravity work for you
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There was no revving of engines at the Canary Derby in Victoria on Saturday. Todd Hooge in car 301 and Dan Gunn in car 13 let
gravity do the talking as they rocket down the starting ramp in a qualifying heat.
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